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disconfirming. Both the romantic and the theorist have doubts, 
hopes, and are craving to know the answer!


DOUBTS


Some of those lyrics of “Is You Is or Is You Ain’t My Baby?” include:


Is you is or is you ain’t my baby
Well, the way you’re acting lately, well, it makes me doubt
You were still my baby, baby
But it seems like my flame in your heart, well, it ’s just gone out.  


(Holley & Jordan, 1944)


Holley & Jordan’s lyrics go on searching for confirmation about whether 
his baby is still his baby or whether she found somebody new. For sure, 
doubts provoke a desire for confirmation.


John Shanley, the author of Doubt—the popular book, play, movie, 
and opera—takes great pleasure in audiences exiting with doubts 
about both the legality and morality of his story of religion, suspicion, 
pedophilia, and compromise.


On a much simpler and less esoteric level, we have confirmed that 
flat roofs leak and can make decisions accordingly.


INPUTS TO CONFIRMING THEORIES


The Confirm phase is a focused investigation within the theory-
building process that requires theory implementation in practice. 
Other activities within the process can call upon theory-in-action or 
theory-in-practice, but in the Confirm phase it is mandatory.


The confirm/disconfirm investigation has features similar to most 
inquiry strategies—planning, design, implementation, and evalua-
tion. These are all required inputs. Hundreds, if not thousands, of 
research methodology books are aimed at research methodology 
appropriate for confirming/disconfirming. We recommend these 
three resources:
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