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128 Phases of Theory Building


solution. However, the five-phase theory-building framework pre-
sented in this book functions as a guide for novice and experienced 
theorists alike.


OUTPUTS OF THE REFINE PHASE


The primary output of the Refine phase is a modern theory, meaning it 
is up-to-date, is congruent with current practices, and continues to show 
results. This output is straightforward in that the weak and strong spots of 
the theory have been identified. Constant interplay between this and other 
phases of theory building result in a theory that is modern and useful.


Another important output of the Refine phase is direction into one 
or more of the theory-building phases to make modifications. This 
direction is based on learnings from the Apply and Refine phases. 
Both of these phases give insights to the theorist that can be used to 
improve the theory.


F IGURE 8 . 2  Steps in the Refine Phase of Theory Building in Applied 
Disciplines
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