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122 Phases of Theory Building


• present a Refine phase case example, and
• describe the outputs of the Refine phase.


WHAT IS REFINEMENT?


The Refine phase requires additional efforts in conceivably all the other 
phases. Continuous refinement of an applied theory is a process keeping 
the theory under the microscope. Asking questions about its continued 
integrity and being willing to open up any and all of the theory-building 
phases in light of the present state of that theory is required.


The Refine phase suggests that a successful theory builder’s work 
is not done and to settle in for the long term. Given a mature theory, 
other scholars can enter into the realm with theory such as to confirm 
or disconfirm it in a new setting or under new conditions, or to recon-
ceptualize the theory. The act of refinement can add to, or challenge, 
the robustness and utility of the theory.


F IGURE 8 .1  Refine Phase of Theory Building in Applied Disciplines


The observed and experienced world


Theory  
to  


Practice


DEDUCTIVE


INDUCTIVE


DEDUCTIVE


INDUCTIVE


Practice  
to  


Theory


Refine


ConfirmApply


OperationalizeConceptualize






image2.png
FIGURE 8.1 Refine Phase of Theory Building in Applied Disciplines

Meory









