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102 Phases of Theory Building


The case study method is another strategy that is almost always 
a mixed methods approach. The case establishes clear boundaries 
for the theory-building effort and can purposefully accommodate a 
variety of data collection and analysis methods—quantitative and 
qualitative. Many argue for mixed methods case studies as being par-
ticularly useful in theory building (George & Bennett, 2005, p. 34).


Mixed methods designs can have qualitative and quantitative 
investigations carried out in sequence or simultaneously (Creswell, 
Plano Clark, Gutmann, & Hanson, 2003) (see Figure 6.4). For exam-
ple, a sequential explanatory design involves a quantitative data col-
lection phase followed by a phase of qualitative data collection. This 
design is used to follow up on quantitative results from experiments, 
surveys, or correlational studies by in-depth probing of the results 
through qualitative data from focus groups, individual interviews, or 
observations. A similar design is the sequential exploratory design, 
which features qualitative data collection that is followed up with a 


F IGURE 6 .4  Mixed Methods Concurrent Research Design


Source: Cresswell (2005).


Procedure


• Survey
• Structured 


observation 
checklist


• Chart audits


• Statistical 
analysis


Product


• Numeric 
data


• Test 
statistic


• SEM


Procedure


• Semistructured 
interviews


• Observation
• Documents
• Artifacts


• Coding
• Thematic 


analysis


QUAN
Data 


Collection


QUAN
Data 


Analysis


RESULTS
Comparing Results


COMPOSITE MODEL


QUAL
Data 


Collection


QUAL
Data 


Analysis


Product


• Text data
• Image data


• Codes
• Themes
• Grounded 


theory






image2.png
FIGURE 6 4 Mixed Methods Concurrent Research Design
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