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Conceptualize Phase 69


OUTPUTS OF THE CONCEPTUALIZE PHASE


Most scholars agree that the output of the Conceptualize phase is 
a model or set of linked concepts that explains a domain human 
activity. The model is almost always a visual representation of the 
proposed explanation. This is why systems mapping is highly useful 
in conceptual development. More specifically, when the conceptual 
development phase is complete, the theorist should be confident that 
a comprehensive set of concepts have been identified, their relation-
ships have been described and clarified, and the boundaries of the 
emerging model have been set. Its accuracy is yet to be examined and 
creates the need for the subsequent phases of theory building.


SUMMARY OF THE STEPS


The Conceptualize phase of theory building in applied disciplines 
is challenging intellectual work. Motivation for starting conceptual 
development activity can come from a variety of places, including per-
sonal experiences, talking with practitioners, and existing research. 


F IGURE 4 .5  Steps in the Conceptualize Phase of Theory Building in Applied 
Disciplines
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