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FIGURE 4.2 Four Processes for Conceptual Development

Dubin Weick Whetten Storberg-Walker
Features Units Problem What? Examine alternative
Laws of statements How? perspectives and processes.
interaction Thought trials Why? Resolve paradigmatic
Boundaries Selection criteria  \When? ISsues.
System states Where? Resolve foundational issues.
Who? Resolve research design
issues.
Identify appropriate
modeling process.
Pros Detailed; clear; Flexible; intuition-  Accessible; General, categorical
process-driven; driven process-driven;
step-by-step simple
Cons Inflexible; Vague; ill-defined  Lacks detail Paradigm-based; vague;
extreme detail; and difficult to apply
complex
Philosophical Quantitative Social construction Grounded Case study/
Orientation theory multi-paradigm
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