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24 Foundations of Theory Building


(2) contributing theory, (3) core theory, (4) useful theory, (5) novel 
theory, and (6) irrelevant theory (see Figure 2.2):


• Boundary: The boundary of the theory of an applied discipline 
is established by specifying its name, definition, and purpose 
along with assumptions or beliefs that conceptually frame the 
theory and practice of that discipline.


• Contributing theories: selected theories that fundamentally 
address the definition, purpose, and assumptions undergirding 
an applied discipline


• Core theory: the intersection and integration of the 
contributing theories that operationalize the definition, 
purpose, and assumptions of an applied discipline


F IGURE 2 . 2  Theory Framework for Applied Disciplines: Boundaries, 
Contributing, Core, Useful, Novel, and Irrelevant Components


Source: Swanson (2007a).
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