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176 Successful Theory Building


sound theory in applied disciplines is meant to fill voids. Both schol-
ars and practitioners have input into this successful methodology. 
Fusing information from both perspectives can yield a complete and 
accurate understanding of the realm being investigated.


 As we have already noted, applied disciplines must meet the stan-
dards of both scholarship and practice. The purpose of this book 
has been to present a complete and detailed method for developing 
sound theory in applied disciplines. In response to our contention 
that most theory development methods are incomplete, inappro-
priate, or totally overwhelming, we have presented down-to-earth 
thinking, strategies, steps, and tools for advancing theories in applied 
disciplines.


EVERYBODY IS A THEORIST!


We have discussed the fact that most theory in applied disciplines 
literature is limited to the Conceptualize phase and that theories-in-
use most often do not go beyond personal theories. For sure, there is 
something to be learned from all these inputs, but do not be fooled 
as to their completeness.


F IGURE 12 .1  General Method of Theory Building In Applied Disciplines


The observed and experienced world


Theory  
to  


Practice


DEDUCTIVE


INDUCTIVE


DEDUCTIVE


INDUCTIVE


Practice  
to  


Theory


Refine


ConfirmApply


OperationalizeConceptualize






image2.png








